
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Minutes of the 
Leisure and Community Policy 
Development and Review Panel 

 

(to be confirmed at the next meeting) 

 
Date: Wednesday, 29 July 2015 
  
Venue: Collingwood Room - Civic Offices 

 
 

PRESENT:  

 Councillor Mrs C L A Hockley (Chairman) 
 

 Councillor Mrs S Pankhurst (Vice-Chairman) 
 

Councillors: Mrs P M Bryant, M J Ford, JP, T G Knight, D L Steadman and 
Mrs K K Trott (deputising for R H Price, JP) 
 

 
Also 
Present: 

Councillor Miss S M Bell and A Mandry (item 7) 
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1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
An apology of absence was received from Councillor R H Price, JP. 
 

2. MINUTES  
 
It was AGREED that the minutes of the Leisure and Community Policy 
Development and Review Panel held on 3 June 2015 be confirmed and signed 
as a correct record. 
 

3. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Councillor Miss Bell, Executive 
Member for Leisure and Community and Councillor Mandry who were 
attending the meeting to participate in the item on ‘open discussion about 
other potential leisure and community projects and policies’. 
 

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISCLOSURES OR ADVICE OR 
DIRECTIONS  
 
There were no declarations of interest made at this meeting. 
 

5. DEPUTATIONS  
 
There were no deputations made at this meeting. 
 

6. REVIEW OF WORK PROGRAMME 2015/16  
 
The Panel considered a report by the Director of Community which reviewed 
the Panel’s work programme for 2015/16. 
 
It was AGREED that the work programme for 2015/16 be approved. 
 

7. OPEN DISCUSSION ABOUT OTHER POTENTIAL LEISURE AND 
COMMUNITY PROJECTS AND POLICIES  
 
The Panel took part in an open discussion regarding the current leisure and 
community projects and priorities and other potential ones that the Panel could 
include in the work programme. 
 
At the invitation of the Chairman, Councillor Miss Bell Executive Member for 
Leisure and Community and Councillor Mandry addressed the Panel on this 
item. 
 
The Head of Leisure and Community started the discussion by outlining all the 
areas that come under the Leisure and Community portfolio, the available 
budget, current priorities and capital projects. The service areas included: 

 Sports and Recreation 

 Community Development 

 Play Provision 

 Community Buildings 
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 Cultural Facilities 

 Town Centre Events 

 Countryside and Foreshore 
 
The Panel acknowledged that the Leisure team is one of the smallest sections 
in the Council and yet deliver a large scope of services. The Panel expressed 
their praise for all officers whose hard work ensures that the Council can 
continue to deliver such a wide range of Leisure & Community provision. 
 
Members discussed what provision they considered were the most important 
to residents and whether there were any provision that could be withdrawn. 
Members were informed that the only statutory service the Council has to 
provide is the allotments service. 
 
Members felt that all the current leisure & community provision provided by the 
Council were important and that there was no service that could be withdrawn 
that wouldn’t affect the residents of the Borough. 
 
Members then discussed what gaps they considered there were in the current 
leisure and community provision in the Borough, and what items they would 
like to tackle in the future, whilst taking into account the financial pressures on 
the Council and other services that provide support for leisure and community 
facilities. The Panel agreed on a list of future priorities that they felt needed to 
be addressed: 
 

 Revenue funding for Youth Provision 

 Sponsorship to help reduce budget pressures 

 External funding to provide new activities and facilities 

 Volunteers to assist with the delivery of the service 

 Additional Countryside Ranger 

 Future budget for maintenance of leisure and community facilities 
 
The Panel was thanked for all of its efforts and input. 
 
 

(The meeting started at 6.00 pm 
and ended at 7.25 pm). 

 
 


